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head and say that she had so many relatives
and loved ones that she could not remember
them all by name. She would simply look you
in your eyes and say, “You know your name.”
Those beloved names include her devoted
Daughter Earlene Dye, her loving sister Jua-
nita Redmond, 11 grandchildren, 21 great-
grandchildren, and 15 great-great-grand-
children, a great number of relatives and
friends and members of her extended church
family.

The end is in the beginning and lies far
ahead.—Ralph Ellison.

HONORING MS. BARBARA WAGNER
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to honor Ms. Barbara Wagner. Ms.
Wagner is being honored by the Buffalo Gay
Men’s Chorus with the prestigious title of ‘Ar-
tistic Director Emeritus’.

Ms. Wagner was the founding artistic direc-
tor of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. She
helped found the group in 2001 and con-
ducted their first meeting on September 11th.
Although this day was tragic to all Americans,
this group was able to find solace during their
first rehearsal. Ms. Wagner bound the newly
formed choir with the song “How Can | Keep
From Singing,” which would then go on to be
performed at every concert and rehearsal for
her 10 year tenure and beyond.

While the choir was under Ms. Wagner's
leadership, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Choir re-
ceived numerous awards, and performed on
some of the grandest stages in Buffalo. With
Ms. Wagner's direction the BGMC received
multiple “Best in Buffalo” Awards from the
local Artvoice newspaper, and was recognized
by the Empire State Pride Agenda in 2005 for
excellence in music and dedication to the
community. Ms. Wagner led the choir to re-
ceive the prestigious Buffalo and Erie County
Arts Council Award for exceptional contribu-
tions to the arts and cultural community in
Western New York. Under Ms. Wagner’s lead-
ership the choir performed at the historic
Kleinhans Music Hall in Buffalo, and alongside
the renowned Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.

Ms. Barbara Wagner's commitment to The
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is to be recognized
with the distinguished title of ‘Artistic Director
Emeritus’, during a special ceremony in their
upcoming concert. | ask today, Mr. Speaker,
that we honor her dedication to the arts and
successes as choir director.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S BE-
LOVED RODNEY ROLLO

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest
Florida’s beloved Rodney Rollo. Rodney was
a true patriot, and he will be greatly missed.

Rodney was born in Pensacola, Florida and
raised in neighboring Santa Rosa County,
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Florida. After graduating from Milton High
School, Rodney answered the call of duty, en-
listing in the United States Navy in 1947. After
serving 20 years with honor and distinction,
Rodney retired from the Navy in 1967 as a
Chief Hospital Corpsman and moved to Wash-
ington D.C., where he worked as Chief of Ad-
ministrative Services for the American Psy-
chiatric Association. However, as with so
many others born and raised along the Gulf
Coast, Rodney returned to his hometown in
1975, and he and his wife, Ann settled in Mil-
ton.

Rodney was a proud lifelong Republican,
and after moving back to Northwest Florida,
he quickly immersed himself in local politics,
becoming a leader in civil society. Rodney and
Ann joined the Santa Rosa County Republican
Executive Committee, and, with an unwaver-
ing commitment to advancing the conservative
principles upon which our country was found-
ed, they worked tirelessly to register Repub-
licans across Santa Rosa County. In just over
a decade, Rodney and Ann’s efforts helped tri-
ple the number of registered Republicans in
the county, and soon thereafter, every county
elective office was held by a Republican. Rod-
ney’s leadership was recognized on many oc-
casions, as he served multiple terms as Chair-
man of the Santa Rosa County Republican
Executive Committee.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored to recognize the life
and service of Rodney Rollo. He was a loving
husband, patriot, and defender of freedom,
and his immense contributions to Northwest
Florida will be felt for years to come. My wife
Vicki and | extend our deepest condolences
and prayers to his sister, Betty Rollo Wolfe;
nieces and nephews: Janet (Larry) Chambers,
Tom (Sue) Palmer, Jeannie Cotton, Sam
(Nancy) Palmer, John Palmer, Rebecca
(Doug) Griener, and Sandra Clark, and the en-
tire Rollo family.

—————

THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE U.S.
BISHOPS IN MORAL QUESTIONS
REGARDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
recently hosted a briefing entitled Catholic En-
gagement on Nuclear Disarmament: What are
the moral questions? and one of the speakers,
Dr. Stephen M. Colecchi, presented the fol-
lowing statement:

At the time of Senate ratification of the
New START Treaty in 2010, Cardinal Francis
George, OMI, then President of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, whose death we
recently mourned, declared: ‘“The horribly
destructive capacity of nuclear arms makes
them disproportionate and indiscriminate
weapons that endanger human life and dig-
nity like no other armaments. Their use as a
weapon of war is rejected in Church teaching
based on just war norms.”’

The Cardinal was standing on a firm foun-
dation of longstanding teaching when he
made that assertion. The 1983 pastoral letter,
‘““The Challenge of Peace,” established the
U.S. Catholic bishops as a moral voice on nu-
clear disarmament. The bishops argued that
‘“‘each proposed addition to our strategic sys-
tem or change in strategic doctrine must be
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assessed precisely in light of whether it will
render steps toward ‘progressive disar-
mament’ more or less likely.”

Ten years later in the ‘‘Harvest of Justice
is Sown in Peace,” the bishops declared:
“The eventual elimination of nuclear weap-
ons is more than a moral ideal; it should be
a policy goal.” This vision continues to
shape their public engagement.

At the time of the drafting of the 1983 pas-
toral, I worked as a religious educator and
was active in efforts to engage Catholics in
discussions of the various drafts of the peace
pastoral. The process of producing this docu-
ment was significant. The bishops actively
solicited feedback from both experts and
people in the pew on each of three drafts.
The bishops remained the teachers, but they
acknowledged that prudential judgments
were also involved and this required dia-
logue.

Consultations were held at the national
and local levels, and in many settings, at
universities, parishes and think tanks. These
dialogues helped shape the final pastoral let-
ter, but perhaps more importantly they also
raised awareness of the fundamental issues
related to nuclear weapons among many
Americans. Today the Conference of Bishops
is working with others to revitalize Catholic
thinking and engagement on issues involving
nuclear weapons today as decades have
passed since they first became involved with
this issue in a major way.

Over the years, in light of Church moral
teaching, the bishops have also exercised
leadership regarding specific elements of
U.S. nuclear policy. In the late 80s they
raised moral questions regarding missile de-
fense initiatives. The bishops supported the
Strategic Arms Reduction treaties (Start I
and II) in the early 1990s. And in the late 90s
they supported the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, lamenting its defeat in the Senate.
The bishops welcomed the 2002 Moscow Trea-
ty as a positive step, but called on the
United States, and by implication other na-
tions, to do much more.

During the past decade, the Conference of
Bishops has opposed federal funding for re-
search on the Robust Nuclear Earth Pene-
trator, the Reliable Replacement Warhead
and new nuclear weapons. They weighed in
on the Nuclear Posture Review, asking
President Obama to narrow the purpose of
the nuclear arsenal solely to deterring nu-
clear attack. They made a major effort to
offer vigorous support for Senate ratification
of the New START Treaty in 2010, and have
supported and welcomed the P5+1 dialogue
with Iran over their nuclear program, as has
the Holy Father and the Holy See.

At its Deterrence Symposium in July 2009,
the U.S. Strategic Command turned to the
Conference of Bishops to offer moral reflec-
tions. Cardinal Edwin O’Brien, then an Arch-
bishop and a member of the bishops’ Inter-
national Committee, gave a major address on
“Nuclear Weapons and Moral Questions: The
Path to Zero.” He urged the nuclear powers
to “‘move beyond” deterrence. Subsequently,
he joined Global Zero and addressed their
February 2010 summit in Paris.

In his speech at the 2009 Deterrence Sym-
posium, Cardinal O’Brien reiterated the
longstanding position of the U.S. bishops:
“The moral end is clear: a world free of the
threat of nuclear weapons. This goal should
guide our efforts. Every nuclear weapons sys-
tem and every nuclear weapons policy should
be judged by the ultimate goal of protecting
human life and dignity and the related goal
of ridding the world of these weapons in mu-
tually verifiable ways.”’

U.S. Church leaders are not naive about
the challenges that lie along the path to a
world without nuclear weapons. Cardinal
Francis George wrote a letter to President
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Obama in 2010 in which he ‘. .. acknowl-
edged that the path to a world free of nu-
clear weapons will be long and difficult. It
will involve many steps:

Verifiably reducing nuclear arsenals as the
new START Treaty continues to do;

Ratifying and bringing into force the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty;

Reducing our nation’s reliance on nuclear
weapons for security as the 2010 Nuclear Pos-
ture Review began to do;

Securing nuclear materials from terror-
ists;

Adopting a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty
to prohibit production of weapons-grade ma-
terial;

Strengthening the International Atomic
Energy Agency to monitor nonproliferation
efforts and ensure access to peaceful uses of
nuclear power; and

Other actions that take humanity in the
direction of a nuclear-weapons-free world.”’

The Cardinal went on to say, “We are pas-
tors and teachers, not technical experts. We
cannot map out the precise route to the goal
of eliminating nuclear weapons, but we can
offer moral direction and encouragement. Al-
though we cannot anticipate every step on the
path humanity must walk, we can point with
moral clarity to a destination that moves be-
yond deterrence to a world free of the nuclear
threat.”

Given these longstanding concerns of the
U.S. Bishops to reduce nuclear weapons and
secure nuclear materials, in April 2015, Bishop
Oscar Cantd, Chairman of the Committee on
International Justice and Peace, spoke on a
panel on “Nuclear Weapons and the Moral
Compass” sponsored by The Permanent Ob-
server Mission of the Holy See and The Glob-
al Security Institute at the UN Headquarters in
New York, and in November 2014, Bishop
Richard Pates, a member of the Committee,
spoke at a seminar on “Less Nuclear Stock-
piles and More Development” sponsored by
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences in Rome.

The bishops of the United States are deeply
engaged in the moral enterprise of working for
a world without nuclear weapons. As Bishop
Cantu said in his April UN talk: “To achieve
this goal, we must, in the words of Pope
Francis, acknowledge that ‘now is the time to
counter the logic of fear with the ethic of re-
sponsibility, and so foster a climate of trust
and sincere dialogue.’”

——————

RECOGNIZING THE VETERANS OF
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
POST 5327 FOR THEIR PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE 2015 RUN FOR THE
WALL

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the veterans of Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 5327 in Wentzville, Mis-
souri for their participation in the 2015 Run for
the Wall.

Since 1989, Run for the Wall has united vet-
erans across the country through a 10-day
motorcycle ride spanning from Ontario, Cali-
fornia to the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, DC. Participants of this ride are
not limited to just veterans; each year a num-
ber of current service members, families and
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supporters of our nation’s armed services join
veterans in this nationwide journey to find
healing and remember those we have lost in
battle.

As they make their way across the United
States, Run for the Wall riders visit memorials,
veterans’ hospitals, and schools to discuss
and pay tribute to the men and women who
have served this country with honor and dis-
tinction. Additionally, this event serves as a
time of reflection for all participants, building
awareness for those who are still missing and
emphasizing the motto that no soldier should
be left behind.

This year, participants will depart on three
different routes beginning on May 13, 2015.
The central route will arrive in Wentzville, Mis-
souri on the evening of May 18, 2015, wherein
VFW Post 5327 will provide dinner and lodg-
ing for riders. | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all participants of the ride and
the veterans of VFW Post 5327 for their con-
tribution to the cause.

Throughout my time in Congress, | have
had the great privilege of meeting many of our
nation’s veterans, and | am always humbled
by their selflessness. They have made re-
markable sacrifices to protect the liberty we
enjoy in this great country. Without our na-
tion’s veterans, we would not have the rights
and privileges that we take for granted as
Americans each and every day.

In closing, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Run for the Wall mission and
its participants.

———

STOP WARRANTLESS SEARCHES
ON AMERICANS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, nearly two
years have passed since a then-unknown 29-
year-old nerd-turned-international fugitive aired
the NSA’s dirty secrets to the world. Edward
Snowden is no patriot. However, the alarming
information about the NSA’s abuse of power
he revealed cannot be ignored. Until
Snowden, most Americans were unaware that
their own government was trampling on their
Fourth Amendment rights. Most people did not
know their every move could be tracked by
Big Brother. They trusted that this agency
acted purely in the interest of national security
to keep us safe. Not only were Americans in
the dark on this, but so were many Members
of Congress (including myself) who voted for
legislation that NSA then used and abused to
conduct its rogue activities.

Post 9/11 and with two ongoing wars, many
believed that government surveillance—includ-
ing warrantless searches and seizures—was
limited to foreign nationals, not American citi-
zens.

That would be consistent with federal law
and the Constitution. But this did not happen.
For example, NSA uses Section 215 of the
Patriot Act. The Patriot Act permits targeted
surveillance when that surveillance is justified
by a court. Instead, NSA collects bulk meta
data—such as surveillance of phone numbers
in whole zip codes or phone carriers. These
Soviet Style dragnet tactics went far beyond
the scope of what Congress authorized in
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Section 215 of the Patriot Act. Government
simply cannot disregard the law just because
it is inconvenient.

We also now realized that the agency has
misused and expanded the intent of Section
702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA). NSA uses Section 702 as a
means to gather not only data but content and
to allow law enforcement to later search this
data for information about American citizens
without a warrant. Because it gathers and
searches content of individual communica-
tions, Section 702 is more intrusive than Sec-
tion 215. FISA permits the collection of such
data of a suspected agent of a foreign power,
but the federal government is also storing and
later searching the content of emails, text
messages and phone calls of American citi-
zens—all without a warrant. In the course of
this collection, the data of American citizens,
many of which have done nothing wrong or il-
legal, gets collected.

That kind of reverse targeting of American
citizens is not what Congress intended, is in-
consistent with the Constitution and must stop.

The NSA has claimed it has no interest in
monitoring the activity of “ordinary” Ameri-
cans. My response to that is simple: then don’t
do it. But, most Americans have a hard time
accepting that line. They question that for the
simple fact that had Edward Snowden not re-
vealed what was really going on within NSA in
the first place, this snooping and spying would
still be going on in the dark shadows of gov-
ernment operations. And, equally important,
they know that this snooping and spying is still
going on today.

It's time for Congress to rein in this blatant
violation of the Fourth Amendment and stop
the warrantless searches of Americans. This
issue—protecting the Fourth Amendment—has
unified liberals and conservatives. This week,
Congresswoman Rep. ZOE LOFGREN (D-CA),
Congressman Rep. THOMAS MAsSSIE (R—KY),
and | introduced the End Warrantless Surveil-
lance of Americans Act. The bill would prohibit
warrantless searches of government data-
bases for information that pertains to U.S. citi-
zens. It would also forbid government agen-
cies from mandating or requesting ‘“back
doors” into commercial products that can be
used for surveillance.

The legislation mirrors an amendment we
offered to the USA Freedom Act, which was
backed by a broad bipartisan coalition includ-
ing Members of Congress and outside groups
across the political spectrum.

The USA Freedom Act that passed out of
the Judiciary Committee last week is an im-
provement over current law and a step in the
right direction. But we can do more to protect
the Fourth Amendment. In addition to stopping
bulk data collection, Congress should also act
now to fix the other loophole and stop
warrantless searches under Section 702 of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).
Failure to address this gaping loophole in
FISA leaves the constitutional rights of millions
of Americans vulnerable and unprotected. This
bill also ensures that the federal government
does not force companies to enable its spying
activities. The NSA has and will continue to
violate the constitutional protections guaran-
teed to every American unless Congress inter-
venes. Until we fix this and make the law
clear, citizens can never be sure that their pri-
vate conversations are safe from the eyes of
the government.
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